
Nearly at the end of this year’s members’ project; “Haven’t Things Changed” 

 

Val began the proceedings by talking about the changes in Education. 

She found that at the primary school she attended, she received lots of encouragement 

in lessons of reading, writing, arithmetic, history and geography.  Times tables were 

learnt by out loud repetition and an understanding of mental arithmetic was essential.  

Away from formal learning there were lessons or country dancing and PE to music from 

a radio in the hall.  The boys played football and cricket while the girls played rounders.  

On the annual Sports Day all pupils were encouraged to be competitive. 

On moving to the Secondary Modern school all pupils were streamed according to 

ability.  Extra lessons were added to the curriculum, French, Science, art, cookery, 

Music, Tennis and Netball.  Teachers now taught from text books with pupils having to 

copy notes from the blackboard.  The school library could be used for doing homework.  

If you were not intending to sit Olevels you were able to leave school at 15 years. 

 

Changes had appeared in the education system of our children.  Exams became 

compulsory at the end of school life,this was the only external assessment in the pupils 

school life.  Teachers were still teaching from textbooks expecting pupils to copy from 

the board. But scientific calculators and log tables were being used in exams.  With the 

school leaving age now at 16 there was no requirement to carry on with further 

education or training, neither were there school league results tables. 

 

Coming to the stage of her grandchildren being in the education system, things seem 

unrecognisable to her school days.  National curriculum are set by the government and 

children take national tests at key stage 2 and 6 and GCSE at the end of year 11.  The 

test and exams results are published, bringing added pressure to pupils and staff to 

achieve good results.  Modern teaching is done on white boards, accessing the internet, 

with handouts given out with the key information.  Research is done on the internet at 

home.  There is a much wider choice of subjects to be studied that lead to a choice of 

GCSE taken, children are now required to stay on in education or training until 18yrs, 

plus have a certain standard in Maths and English regardless of their ability. 

 

It looks like education has been in a state of constant change in the last 20 years, 

changes in curriculum, teaching practises and exam assessment methods.  Schools’ 

management has changed with budgets being controlled by local authorities or by head 

teachers if they change to become academies.  Whether good or bad, schools have a 

wider role in pastoral care of students, needing school counsellors to deal with the 

complex emotional needs of pupils. 

 

Judy reminded us that Electric cars are not new.  In 1900 38% of cars were electric 

driven, 40% were driven by steam and only 22% were petrol driven.  Porsche was the 

1st company to produce an electric car in 1898.  In the early part of the 20thC horses 

were causing much pollution on the streets despite gardeners going out with bucket and 

shovel, so cars were seen as the Green alternative. 

 

Changes to cars steadily progressed, engines used to be started by using a starting 

handle we now have keyless cars,  windscreen wipers invented by a woman in 1903,   

the 1st speeding ticket was issued in 1904, seat belts were introduced in 1959,  The first 

car produced did not have a steering wheel, drivers steered them with a lever.  

Following the 1st steering wheel fitted in 1894, the 1st power steering wheel came in 



1951.  The first ever car accident was recorded in 1891!  When GPS tracking systems 

were fitted to cars, BMW had to recall their cars as the male German drivers refused to 

take directions from a female voice.   

 

There were spectacular changes with road traffic in Kidderminster between 1920-1972.  

Horses, trams, bicycles and pedestrians accounted for the main traffic in 1920.  By 1971 

cars and buses were the predominant road users with fewer pedestrians and cyclists.  

In 1929 the Chief Constable of the town reported, 226 street accidents, including 4 

fatalities and there were 60 cases of obstructions by cars, No Changes There! 

 

Judy gave us a few mind-blowing traffic facts!  Over 1 billion cars are in use today, 92% 

of new cars sold in Brazil are powered by Ethanol, produced from sugar cane!  All old 

car wheels were made from wood, now they are still made from rubber mostly in Brazil 

and India, but at last they are being recycled into new tyres of road building materials. 

The average car has 30,000 parts.  If you take your car to Russia, make sure it is clean, 

it is an offence to drive a dirty car.  If you are deciding to emigrate after Brexit, try 

Turkmenistan, all car drivers are entitled to 31 gallons of petrol FREE each month. 

And it really is not that long since Henry Ford said; Cars can be any colour as long as it 

is Black. 

 

 

As a keen gardener, Pauline talked about the changes in Garden machines.  With 

regard to actual tools there has not been many changes except with the introduction of 

the interchangeable tool head systems, tools becoming lighter and more adaptable for 

use by people with disabilities. 

Wheelbarrows have gone from being heavy wooden barrows to metal ones and now to 

light weight plastic and even fabric ones.  A roller ball makes the barrows easier to 

move over rough ground. 

 

From the 1940s push cylinder mowers were available then they were designed with 

grass collecting boxes, followed by petrol driven mowers, dirty and dangerous.  Next 

came electric mowers and the danger of cutting through the trailing cables.  The 

hovercraft gave rise to the hover mower in 1964, next came the battery operated 

mowers the safest of all but with limited usage.  2000 saw the introduction of robotic 

mowers with a mind of their own Scarry! 

 

What a pleasure it was to cut hedges with shears despite the aching arms.  Those 

progressed to electric hedge trimmers, much easier to use, but keep an eye on the 

cable.  More modern versions are powered by petrol and battery. 

In the early 1970s an american invented the electric strimmer, also now powered by 

battery and petrol.  Rotavators and scarifiers are much easier to use with engines 

powered by electric or battery. 

Up until the 1960s gardeners would buy their seeds, plants, compost  and sundries from 

nursery outlets, and their gardening machinery from ironmongers and high street stores. 

But in the 1960’s the Garden Centre became increasingly popular and by the 1980s 

could be found selling pets, household goods, artists materials, food and of course they 

all had restaurants all to aid the customer make their visit into a day out. 

 

Anne talked to us about modern communication and what it is used for.  To transmit 

news around the world, to pass on all things that years ago have been by word of 



mouth, to connect with business 24 hrs a day, to provide entertainment, it is available to 

everyone now, no matter what your circumstances or where you are in the world.  

Maybe it has its down side in that the social media side has taken over from the face to 

face communications of the past since history began. 

 

She reminded us that we as children probably didn’t have a telephone in the house, in 

many villages there might be a phone in the doctor’s house, village shop, midwife’s and 

school masters houses.  But there would always be a few public telephone kiosks.  She 

can remember a neighbour who had a private phone and was happy for others to use 

and make a payment into the collection box displayed prominently next to the phone. 

Then as more phones were requested by private homes, you shared your line with 

someone else on the road - a party line. 

The introduction of mobile phones as big as house bricks, now as small as a cigarette 

lighter.  She is sure that our generation think of mobiles as both a blessing and a curse, 

but now can’t imagine being without one.  A recently seen interview with a very elderly 

man when asked what he thought was the biggest difference in his lifetime, replied 

Communication. When working years ago it would take 6 weeks for news to arrive from 

home, now it is instantaneous. 

Many news items state that the onset of mobile phones were a result of miniaturization 

for early american space travel. 

Now we have Skype, who would have thought that you can not only speak to people 

around the world but see them, their expressions, their movements, their situations! 

 

Ros gave us a brief time-line of the history of the Newspaper, which begins in the 17thC 

and increasing steadily through the 18thC, with Times from 1788.  In 1802 the tax on 

print was 4p which was a heavy burden on publishers, leading to The Times in 1828 

paying the equivalent of £9 million to the government of the day.  In 1836 the tax was 

reduced to 1p which gave rise to an increase in circulation to 122 million in 1854.  Tax 

was abolished in 1855 and by the early 19thC there were over 152 paper titles.  Mass 

education and increasing affluence led to new papers emerging at the end of the 19thC 

aimed at lower middle class readers 

 

Lords Beaverbrook, Rothermere, Camrose and Kemsley became the dominant paper 

owners in the inter press.  By the 1930s over 2/3rds of the population read a newspaper 

every day, with almost everyone taking a Sunday issue.  In 1937 the four Lords owned 

one in every two national and local papers sold, as well as one in three Sunday papers 

sold.  The combined circulation of their paper amounted to over 13million. 

 

Things were to change, in 1969 Rupert Murdock launched The Sun as a tabloid and 

introduced topless models on page 3, it soon became Uk's most popular newspaper. 

 In 1969 Robert Maxwell’s companies owned the Daily and Sunday Mirror, Scottish 

Daily Record and Sunday Mail.  Later he was disgraced when it came to light that he 

had borrowed million from his companies’ pension funds to save the Mirror group from 

bankruptcy. 

Eddy Shah’s Messenger group, now in a bitter dispute, had benefited from the 

Thatcher’s government trade union legislation to allow employees to de-recognise 

unions, enabling paper companies to use alternative workforce and new technology in 

newspaper production.  By 1988 most of the national newspapers had left Fleet St to 

relocate to the Docklands area. 

During the early 21stC many newspapers saw a rapid decline in circulation, advertising 



revenues fell 15% in 2015 alone, with estimates of a further 20% drop in 2016.  

Obviously the decline of the newspaper industry has been linked to the rise of internet 

usage in Britain.  Worryingly, in 2017, European Broadcasting Union research found 

that the UK population trusted the written press least of any European country by a 

huge margin and that in the UK the written press was trusted less than radio and 

television. 

 

 

Anne spoke about the changes in the holiday industry, very wealthy young men in the 

18thC were embarking on a Grand Tour to fashionable places in Europe and beyond.  

In Victorian time travel agents like Thomas Cook, sadly no more, opened to help the 

upper and middle classes organise their holidays.  Holidays for the likes of us are more 

recent and have flourished during our lifetimes. 

Traditionally working people went to seaside places nearest their homes, such as 

Blackpool, Rhyl, Bournemouth, Margate, Weston Super Mare, Skegness.  Many people 

would travel by coach or train.  Many families before having cars owned motorbikes and 

sidecars.  Time was spent on holiday walking on the proms and piers, sitting on the 

sands on hired deckchairs, making endless sandcastles, venturing into the sea, usually 

with trousers rolled up or dresses tucked into your knickers, whatever the weather.  

Families walked the streets eating fish and chips for lunch until allowed back in for their 

B & B guest evening meal. 

Billy Butlin changed all this when he realised that families wanted entertainment both 

during the day and in the evenings all near to where they were staying.  Holidaymakers 

wanted their 2 weeks not to be affected by the British unreliable weather.  There was a 

massive market for affordable holidays that could provide food and non stop 

entertainment.  So the redcoats were born and children catered for giving parents a well 

earned rest.  Are our modern day cruises that much different?   

By the 1960s our holiday expectations were changing.  Cheaper air flights became the 

norm, specialized companies were on the high street designed to make planning 

holidays to further away countries more accessible.  With more disposable income from 

both parents working foreign holidays came into the reach of working class people and 

traditional seaside holidays fell into decline.  The British wanted sunshine on their 

holiday and that meant visiting, Spain, Greece, Italy and Portugal, all within 2 hrs of 

flying time. 

Butlins and other holiday camps had been superseded by package holidays.  This led to 

eating foreign food, drinking foreign wine, which helped supermarkets to expand their 

range of available foods. 

In the 1080s we travelled further afield on long haul holidays, as flights had become 

quicker and cheaper  Australia, the Americas, the Far East, in fact every country in the 

world was accessible.  We drive, we take trains, we fly and we cruise.  You can pick and 

choose, create your own itinerary, be adventurous, or just relax, backpack or opt for 

luxury, the world is at your feet.  From Skegness to Mars maybe in less than 100 years. 

 

 

Rose reminisced about the changes in Radio and Television services. 

The first BBC Radio transmission began in 1922, it was a crystal set in a mahogany box 

or a battery driven valve receiver which was more expensive. 

In the 1940s the radio became the family focus in order to hear all the news both home 

and away.  A popular programme was The Kitchen Front which advised housewives on 

recipes, very useful through the war years.  Many programmes became national 



institutions, Mrs Dales Diary, The Goons,  The Navy Lark, all good family entertainment.  

Sunday lunchtimes were taken up with Round the Horn and the ever popular Two Way 

Forces Favourite, which helped families reunite.  During weekdays, favourite 

programmes were Workers Playtime, Listen with Mother for preschool listeners, 

followed by Womans’ Hour and the popular Play of the Day.  The Archers daily series of 

a farming life arrived in the evenings, we all remember the death of Grace Archer, the 

series is still popular today. 

Right from the start of radio broadcasting you had to have a licence to listen.  Everyone 

used the Radio Times to select their favourite programmes. 

 The 1960s radio music programmes were made for teenagers of the day, with popular 

music coming via Alan Freeman’s Pick of the Pops.  Quickly followed by music from the 

offshore pirate radio stations, Radio Caroline and Radio London. 

Radio Luxembourg having started as a commercial station in 1933, came into its own 

with its pop music shows, with a whole host of now household names as DJs.  Sunday 

nights 10pm until midnight became teenagers favourite broadcast, that station lasted 

until 1992. 

With the reorganisation of BBC radio, because of the rise of commercial stations, came 

Radio 1, 2, 3, 4.  Radio 1 became the pop music station headed up by ex-pirate DJs 

Tony Blackburn and John Peel. 

Today's radio is still very popular especially local BBC and commercial stations which 

broadcast 24hrs a day with many varieties of programme. 

 

 

In 1929 the first TV broadcast was made by Baird TV System.  By 1930 programmes 

were being shown 5 days a week.  In 1931 the first sporting event was shown, The 

Derby.  In 1937 broadcasts could be seen for 4 hours a day.  In Sept 1939 until June 

1946, TV had been suspended to provide more security through the war years.  By the 

end of 1947, there were 54,000 licenced TV receivers in use. 

In 1946 a B&W TV licence cost £2.  In 1968  B&W TV licence cost £5 and a colour one  

£10 and 20,000 were issued.   In 2019  21 million licences were issued, at a yearly cost 

of £154.50. 

 

Over the years the size of the TV screen has gone from 9” to whatever screen fits into 

your living.  The Coronation in 1953 had a huge effect on the British TV buyers.  TV had 

arrived and the numbers being sold has always been on the increase despite other 

more modern technology.  Like the radio of its day, BBC TV became the focus in the 

home, with children being offered many good serious educational shows, such as Muffin 

the Mule, Andy Pandy, Sooty, Wooden Tops and later Blue Peter, Magpie, Jackanory, 

Crackerjack, even Dora the Explorer who spoke in Spanish.  The list of children's 

programmes is endless, but contributing to being educational and as a robot “babysitter”  

In 1955 ITV was launched, programmes paid for by advertising.  The fully remote 

control arrived in 1955, but until 1967 programmes were seen only in black & white.  

Imagine watching Pot Black in B&W  but it attracted amazing viewing figures every 

week!  All prime time programmes were showing in colour by 1972.  From then on for 

the next 16 years, TV series gripped the watching public, like Dallas, Z Cars, Match of 

the Day, Coronation St, Crossroads, Mastermind, and of course all different types of 

sporting events were there to watch from your armchair. 

 

In 1982 the arrival of Sky TV revolutionised the TV habits of the public. Viewers were 

spoilt for with dozens of new series from around the world, 27/7 TV had really arrived at 



the touch of a button.  Gone were the days of TV closing down at 10pm with the 

epilogue and the National Anthem, subjects most people knew nothing about were 

being aired into peoples’ homes.  Analogue TV disappeared in 2010, taken over by 

digital transmissions. 

Things have certainly changed from the 9” screen and magnifying glass in front to being 

able to view on many different forms of technology. 

 

 

I think John may have been telling us about how his favourite subject has changed! 

Over the last 200 yrs there were more than 200 pubs in Kidderminster.  Back in the 

1950s there were still over a 100 in the town.In Worcester st alone there were 8 and he 

recalled that it would have taken a serious drinker to complete that street “Crawl” 

Now in the town itself there are only 25 pubs open to the public.  Yes there are fewer 

people living in the town, but many were demolished when the ring road was built and 

many others closed through lack of customers and were turned into residential property. 

John talked about some of the intriguing pub names, how did they come about?  The 

Fat Ox, King of Prussia, Mouth of the Nile, The Old Olive Tree and Dove and his 

favourite,  The Quiet Woman! 

The town pubs varied considerably in size and character.  Small ones like the Malt 

Shovel in Chapel st was just one room and didn’t have a counter.  Much larger ones like 

the Sutton Arms and the Plough in Churchfields had large lounges, a snug, a tap room, 

a bar and a childrens’ room.  Some of the town pubs still kept a “Men only” room.  But 

the most important thing that the pubs had in common was the outdoor serving hatch.  

Folks living near the pubs would take their jug from home and have it filled with draught 

beer or buy bottles of stout to take home. 

Pubs of the past were bustling places of social activity, with most having pub teams in 

dominoes, crib, darts, all playing in highly competitive local leagues.  Some pubs had 

lovingly tended bowling greens, table skittles and shove halfpenny boards.  In the bigger 

pubs, the weekends were the time for musical entertainment, usually a pianist leading a 

sing a long or a visiting local concert party.  Now a days the music would be more likely 

to be an open mic or karaoke night. 

What are todays’ pubs like? A couple only serve Real Ale where draught beers are 

making a comeback, but the rest have giant TV screens showing sporting events and a 

display of One Armed Bandits.  The more successful town pubs will offer bar meals or 

restaurant facilities.  People's choice of drink has had an effect on pubs, gone are the 

days where Mild/Bitter, stout, guinness, cider, sherry or barley wine were the favourites, 

and now continental lagers, wines, fruit ciders, cocktails and the very modern gin 

flavours have taken over, all with more expensive prices. 

Many of the members agreed with John that the old style pubs had much more to offer 

in atmosphere, sociability, camaraderie and hospitality. 

Remembering The Fat Ox in Mill st became the Falcon in 1839 then closed in 1848. 

King of Prussia in Lion st.   1838 - 1911 

Mouth of the Nile in Queen St 1841  had closed by  1890 

Old Olive Tree and Dove  88 Bewdley st,  1840 - 1912 

The Quiet Woman  in Mount Pleasant   closed before 1890 

Things certainly have changed! 

 

 


